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DOSE  for  the  DOCTOR  ; 

O R, 

♦ 

A BITTER  PILL 


FOR 


GEORGE  MOSSMAN.* 

CONTAINING 

An  ACCOUNT  of  his  LIFE 


AND 

ADVENTURES  on  this  SIDE  the  TWEED, 
And  ENDING  with  his  CONVERSION, 


By  ONE  of  his  MAJESTY’S  JUSTICES. 


If  you  ’would  angle  for  an  hungry  Scot, 

Tempt  him  ’with  Beef,  and jhe-w  him  fparkling  Port , 

And  foon  the  Rogue  is  caught,  and  fays,  and  does, 
Whatd er you  bid  him. 

Beaumont  and  Flstchbr, 

■ ■ ■ nt  — 

LONDON,  1796, 
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DEDICATION. 


£7o  ^fieut.  Colonel  CBud/eilcl. 


Sir, 

' ' ^ I > ,■  •,  J*  ■“  . #,  * . " V ' r 

J V'-.-  . V . L L i>  v.  /v.  w . ..v 

.1  v 

I take  the  Liberty  of  de- 

T ’ 0 * ^ 1 • * * , > *».  »s 

dicating  to  you  the  following 

Pages,  which  contain  no  Cari- 

* ♦ v 

cature,  but  a faithful  Portrait 
of  a Perfon,  whom  I am  fure, 

from 


( 4 ) 

from  the  beft  of  Motives,  you 
have  honoured  with  your  Pa- 
tronage and  Prote6tion. 

O 

I am  told  that  you  have 
drawn  him  out  of  the  dange- 
rous “ ./Enigmatic  Wilds”  of 
Democracy,  and  placed  him 
on  the  fur e and  folid  Ground 

<1  ^ A.  v^4  * UL  • J[  , / Jr 

of  Conflitutional  Liberty.  I 
hear,  with  Pleafure,  that  he  has 
abjured  his  former  Errors,  and 
hope  his  Converfion  will 
- prove 


( 5 ) 
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prove  as  real  and  frncere,  as 
your  Condudt,  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  was  laudable  and  benevo- 
lent. The  Event  alluded  to, 
I allure  you,  has  given  great 
Satisfa6lion  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Place,  as  the  good  Peo- 
ple of  Bradford  rejoice  more 
over  One  Democrat  that  re- 
penteth,than  over  Ninety  and 
Nine  good  Subjedts  that  need 
no  Repentance. 


I 
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I take  this  Opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  polite  At- 
tention I received  from  you, 
whilft  I had  the  Honour  of 
being  under  your  Command, 
And  am,  Sir, 

. i * X 

With  great  Refpedt, 

Your  obliged 
Humble  Servant, 

'Jam..  Jtdai/ftone. 


Bradford^  "January  1 1 /Z>,  1796, 
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TO  THE 


PUBLIC. 

Y HAVE  taken  the  Liberty,  in  the 
-*■  following  Pages,  to  beftow  on  the 
Perfon,  who  ftiles  himfelf  M.  D.  the 

t i r r * r ^ 

plain  Title  of  George  Mofsman,  be- 

f r ‘ J * ! 

caufe  I ferioufly  believe  him  to  be  in- 

' f i-  ’ • » 

titled  to  no  other.  That  he  did  not 
graduate  at  Edinburgh,  as  he  had  given 
out,  was  afferted  by  Dr.  Garnett,  and 
at  laft,  though  unwillingly  acknowled- 
ged by  himfelf  \ and  I have  reafon  to 
think,  that  he  never  had  a Degree  in 
Phyfic  any  where elfe.  He  got,  itfeems, 
a few  Guineas  by  officiating  as  an 

Uffier 


I 
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Uiher  in  a School  at  Kelfo,  near  Edin- 
burgh ; thefe  enabled  him  to  crofs  the 
Tweed,  and  proceed  thro’  England,  as 
laras  Beverley,  in  this  County  : There 
lie  engaged  himfelf  as  a Journeyman 
Apothecary,  and  when  he  had  got  a 
frefh  fupply  of  Cafh,  he  proceeded 
further,  and  came  to  Bradford.  I know 

i 

it  is  not  uncommon  for  a Perfon  de- 
figned  for  Phyiic  to  pafs  fome  Time 
with  an  Apothecary,  before  he  takes 
his  Degree,  but  I believe  no  Inftance 
can  be  produced  of  a Perfon  who  was 
really  a Do&or  of  Phyfic,  afterwards 
becoming  a Journeyman  and  receiving 
Wages.  Befides,  it  is  ufual  for  a young 
Phyiician,  on  his  fettling  in  any  Town, 


to 


( II  ) 


to  prefent  fome  of  the  moft  refpe&able 
Inhabitants  with  the  Ihejts , or  Latin 
Exercife,  which  he  compofed  for  his 
Degree  : This  was  done  by  Dr.  Gar- 

nett and  Dr.  Burton,  on  their  coming 
to  Bradford,  but  was  never  done  by 

* * t , 

George  Mofsman,  tho’  he  was  repeats 
edly  called  upon  to  do  it. 

I think,  too,  we  have  another  ftrong 
prefumptive  Proof  of  his  being  nQ 
Phyfictan , in  the  Ignorance  he  difco- 
vered  in  the  very  extraordinary  Cafe  of 
the  Cherry  Stones . This  Ignorance 
might  eafily  be  accounted  for,  and 

perhaps  pardonable  in  a 'Journeyman 

. ' ■ , * 

apothecary,  but  would  have  been 

hameful 


( 12  ) 

\ f j W 

fhameful  and  inexcufable  in  a Gentle- 
man who  had  a juft  Claim  to  the  ho- 
nourable Title  of  M.  D.  When  a 
Phvjiciariy  (Dr.  Davifon)  was  called 
in,  he  immediately  pronounced  it  to 
be  a Cafe  of  Pregnancy , while  George 
was  confulting  the  Apothecaries  in 
Bradford,  and  afking  for  Books  which 
might  diredt  him  how  to  move  thefe 
fixed  and  formidable  Stones,  which  he 
had  tried  in  vain  to  move  by  Cathar- 

•*  V J J 1 -gJ  w * - 4 J t i.  r . , ' ^ 

licSy  Emetics , Diuretics , occ.  and  which, 
fortunately  for  his  Patient,  had  no  Ex- 
iftencebutin  his  own  weak  Imagination. 
Hence  I think  it  appears  evident  that 
George  has  no  Claim  whatever  to  the 

f “■*  r \ e*«  f * T *'l  l V f f r I * **  * » tp  v »».  i . a \ 

T itle  of  M.  D.  unlefs  by  it  he  means 


Mock 
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Mock  Doctor , a Title  which  he  cer- 
tainly may  affume,  if  he  pleafes,  and 
no  one,  I believe,  will  call  in  quef- 
tion  bis  Right  to  this  very  fignificant 
and  well-chofen  Appellation. 

r VI  c • ' , . 

George  has  reproached;/^  with  Neg- 

* , ^ t ~ m f * ▼ * ^ f • * • ? 

ligence  of  Style,  and  I own  I have 
afforded  fome  Grounds  fof  this  Re- 
proach, for  being  totally  unambitious 
of  fhining  as  a Writer,  and  folely  at- 

r *1  t 

tentive  to  Truth , I paid,  perhaps,  too 
little  Regard  to  the  Arrangement  of 
Words  and  Syllables.  George  on  the 
other  Hand,  has  been  totally  regardlefs 
of  Truth , and  only  folicitous  to  make 
his  Periods  fmooth  and  inoffenlive  To 
the  Ear. 


( 14  ) 

In  this  important  and  difficult  At- 
tempt, he  is  faid  to  have  been  affifted 
by  the  famous  Political  Preceptor . A 
few  Months  ago,  this  Man,  who  is  a 
Priejl  as  well  as  a Politician,  (and  un- 
fortunately for  us,  moil  Priefts  are  Po- 
liticians) read  Political  Lectures  in  his 

.. 

Chapel,  and  took  Sixpence  from  each 
Perfon  who  wiffied  to  be  admitted, 
and  to  have  the  Satisfaction  to  hear 
the  Government  of  the  Country  revi- 
led and  abufed.  I believe  the  Public 
will  agree  with  me,  that  the  ConduCt 
of  this  Man  furnifhes  an  additional 
Argument  in  fupport  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
Bill  againft  Seditious  Meetings,  andAf- 
femblies,  and  that  it  was  neceffary  for 

the 


( ) 


the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  the 
Country,  that  Shops  of  Sedition  of  all 
Kinds,  fhould  be  fhut>  and  that  Poli- 
tical ^uacksy  both  facred  and  profane, 
fhould  no  longer  be  permitted  to  vend 
their  Sixpenny  Dofes  of  Sedition,  to 
poifon  the  Minds  of  the  Ignorant  and 
Unwary,  and  fpread  Difcontent  and 
Mifery  among  his  Majefty’s  Subjects. 
By  the  bye,  his  prefent  Patron  may 
judge  how  fincerely  George  has  repen- 
ted of  his  Errors,  and  how  much  his 
Converfon  may  be  depended  on,  from 
his  Correfpondeace  and  Habits  of  In- 
timacy with  this  Democratic  Le&urer. 

I hate  Perfonality  as  much  as  any 
Man,  but  as  George  has  treated  me 

with 


With  much  of  this  Kind,  which  is  to- 
tally falfe,  I think  the  Public  will  not 
be  difpleafed  if,  in  turn,  I treat  him 
with  a little  that  is  ftri&ly  true . If 
he  finds  it  rather  unpalatable  and  bit- 
ter, he  muft  attribute  it  to  his  own 
Folly  and  Mifcondu<ft,  which  are  the 
naufeous  Ingredients  of  which  the 
following  Dofe  is  compofed, 

I hope  it  will  be  Efficacious  and 

f * r • 

operate  to  a proper  Degree  : If  not, 

it  muft  be  repeated. 


A DOSE  for  the  DOCTOR ; 

OR, 

A BITTER  PILL 

0 » ' ' ‘ 

FOR 

\ - , ' 

George  Mossman,  &c.  &c. 


■ i ■ajpniii 

te  Plain  Truth , George  Mofsman , needs  no  Flowers  of  Speech.” 

POPE. 


■'^J^^ITHOUT  apologizing  for  the  Plain- 
yiefs  of  my  Language,  or  compli- 
menting you  on  the  borrowed  Excellence  of 
yours,  I (hall  (late  as  clearly  as  polfible  the 
Nature  of  my  Offence  towards  you,  that  the 
Public  may  judge  how  little  I am  entitled  to 
the  great  Quantity  of  low  and  vulgar  Abufe 

A you 
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you  have  repeatedly  bellowed  on  me.  * 
In  the  Paper  fubfcribed  by  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr. 
Bolland,  and  rnyfelf,  when  we  alluded  to  the 
active  Part  you  took  in  a Matter  refpedling 
the  Bradford  Volunteers,  we  obferved,  that 
you  had  not  been  diflinguijhedly  eager  J or  the 
Eflablijhment , or  ardent  for  the  Support  of  that 
Corps ; and  when  we  confidered  that  this 
Corps  had  never  enjoyed  the  Sunfhine  of 
your  Countenance,  or  been  fupported,  in 
any  Degree,  by  your  Liberality,  but  had 
been  the  con  flan  t Subject  of  your  Raillery 
and  Abufe,  we  thought  we  had  treated  you, 
on  this  Occafion,  with  much  Delicacy  and 
Tendernefs.  If  we  had  proceeded  (as  per- 
haps we  ought)  to  have  examined  what 

Weight 

Hie  Public  will  recoiled  that  George  was  excluded  from 
3 public  Ball  in  the  Town  of  Bradford,  on  Account  of  his  un- 
conjlitiitional  Principles,  and  unfortunately  for  me,  as  one  of  the 
Stewards,  I was  employed  to  communicate  to  him  this  dif- 
agreeable  Intelligence.  Hence  his  Eagernefs  to  feled  me  for 
the  Objeft  of  his  Attack,  and  the  implacable  Enmity,  Virulence 
and  Scurrility  he  has  difplayed  in  his  Mode  of  doing  it. 
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Weight  your  Tingle  Teftimony  ought  to  have 
had  againft  Three  unexceptionable  Witnef- 
fes ; and  if,  after  having  taken  an  accurate 
Survey  of  your  Conduct  fince  you  had  re- 
fided  in  the  Town  of  Bradford,  we  had  at- 
tempted to  fhew  what  Degree  of  Credit  was 
due  to  your  Allegations — though  the  Pi&ure 
had  been  fairly  drawn,  and  not  a fingle 
Feature  diftorted  ; yet  that  Vanity  and  Self- 
Conceit,  you  are  fo  diftinguifhed  for,  might 
have  made  you  fancy  it  a Caricature,  though 
it  was  in  reality,  a ftrikingand  faithful  Like- 
nefs.  However,  as  you  now  provoke  me  to 
it  by  unmerited  perfonal  Abufe,  both  of  me 
and  my  Friends,  + I fhall  take  a Survey  of 
the  moft  flriking  Parts  of  your  Character 
and  Conduft ; and  I flatter  myfelf  it  will  be 

A 2 found 

f The  Corps  of  Bradford  Volunteers,  he  intimates,  was  not 
purified , ’till  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  Bolland,  and  myfelf  had  refigned. 

I could  have  wilhed  he  would  have  confined  his  Abufe  to  me, 
and  let  my  Friends  alone,  as  they  never  offended  him,  and  had 
no  Concern  in  excluding  him  from  the  Confiitutional  Ball, 


( 20  ) 

found  to  be  taken  with  Accuracy  and 
Truth. 

. * ! • « 

t * 

In  the  fir  ft  Place,  I beg  leave  to  put  you 
in  Mind  of  the  curious  Manner  in  which 
you  introduced  yourfelf  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Place,  as  it  affords  one  remarkable 
Inftance  of  yauf  Regard  to  Truth . You 

. . p- 

gave  out,  that  you  were  the  Son  of  a Country 
Gentleman  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  had  a Town  and  Country 
Houfe,  fplendid  Equipage,  See.  Sec.  and 
that  he  allowed  you,  by  way  of  Pocket- 
Money,  One  Hundred  Guineas  a Year.—* 
This  Tale  drew  the  Attention  of  the  Ladies  ; 
and  the  Scotch  Adventurer  had  probably 
entrapped  fome  credulous  Fair,  as  to  give 
the  greater  Probability  to  his  Story  re- 
fpecting  his  Family  and  Fortune,  he  pur- 
chafed  Two  Horfes3  engaged  a Servant  in 

Livery , 
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Livery , dreft  fmartly,  wore  Ruffles,  &lc. 
See.  * Unfortunately,  when  he  was  at  the 
Height  of  this  Pomp  and  Show,  Dr.  Garnett 
came  to  Bradford,  and  openly  and  pubiickiy 
declared,  that  all  his  Affertions  were  faife ; 
that  his  Father  was  a Peafant  in  Scotland, 
that  he  had  no  Carriage**i>ut  a Cart,  and 

- '*  u 

that  all  that  George  brought  with  him  to 
Bradford,  was  a goood  Portion  of  Scotch 
Impudence,  and  a few  Guineas  he  had 
earned  by  the  Labour  of  his  Hands  as  a 
Journeyman  in  an  Apothecary’s  Shop  at 
Beverley.  That  you  adted  with  Spirit  in 
fending  Dr.  G.  a Challenge  on  this  Account 

A3  1 

* As  the  Servantwas  neceflary  only  on  particular  Occafions, 
he  was  not  hired  in  the  ufuai  Way,  but  was  paid  fo  much  every 
Time  he  attended  his  Mailer.  By  this  Means  he  efcaped  pay- 
ing the  Tax  upon  Servants.  But  this  was  not  the  only  Thing 
in  which  George  difplayed  his  Ingenuity  on  this  Occafion. 
The  Man  having  a decent  blue  Coat  of  his  own,  George  thought 
it  was  unneceffary  to  give  him  one,  and  therefore,  only  pur- 
chafed  him  a yellow  Lining,  which  was  fo  ingenioufly  managed, 
that  by  Means  of  Hooks,  it  could,  at  any  Time,  be  feparated 
from  the  Coat,  and  George,  by  this  Means,  had  a Servant 
either  in  or  out  of  Livery,  as  his  Neceflities  required. 


I grant,  but  you  know  that  at  the  Interview 
which  took  Place,  he  perfifled  in  his  Affer- 
tions,  and  urged  you  to  fign  a Paper  ac- 
knowledging the  Truth  of  his  Allegations. 
You  fpurned  the  Propofal  with  Indignation, 
and  fwore  you  would  fooner  be  damned , 
than  fign  a Paper  that  would  bring  on  you 
everlafling  Difgrace;  but  finding  there  was 
no  other  way  of  avoiding  a Duel,  and  being 
preffed  by  your  Friend  to  comply,  on  Con- 
dition the  whole  Tranfa&ion  fhould  be  kept 
Secret , and  the  Paper  be  fhewn  to  no  One, 
you  did  fign  it,  as  you  juftlyobferved,  to  your 
everlafling  Difgrace , thereby  acknowledging, 
that  the  pompous  Accounts  you  had  given  of 
you rfelf  were  all  falfe . Dr.  G.  triumphantly 
fhewed  the  Paper  wherever  he  went,  and 
George  Mofsman,  from  that  Time,  became 
the  Objedf  of  Laughter  and  Contempt  in 
every  Quarter  of  the  Town  and  Country. 


It 
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It  will,  perhaps,  be  amufing  to  confider,  that 
if  Old  George  had  come  into  York  (hire,  when 
his  Son  was  arrived  at  the  Meridian  of  his 
Dignity  and  Confequence,  and  had  acciden- 
tally met  him  between  Bradford  and  Don- 
cafler  (where  at  one  Time  lay  the  Objeft  of 
his  Purfuit)  elegantly  drefl,  nicely  powdered, 
with  long  Ruffles,  mounted  on  his  dappled 
Grey , with  his  Servant  in  Livery,  at  an  hum- 
ble Diflance  behind  him ; how  would  the 
good  old  Man  have  flared,  wondered,  and 
wept  for  Joy,  embraced  Georgy  with  Tranf- 
port,  and  blefl  the  Day  when  he  croffed  the 
Tweed,  and  left  the  barren  Wilds  of  Scotland, 
for  the  better  Paflures  of  the  South.  But 
when,  on  Enquiry,  he  found  that  this  Finery 
was  put  on,  not  becaufe  he  had  acquired  a 
Fortune,  but  becaufe  he  was  hunting  after 
one,  and  was  told  that  an  old  fagacious 
Uncle,  atD.  infilled  upon  knowing,  before  a 

Con- 
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Connection  took  place  between  him  and  the 
young  Lady,  where  the  Family-Seat  and 
Landed  Property  of  the  Mobsmans  lay  ; how 
would  the  honed  Peafant  have  exclaimed  at 
the  Folly  and  Roguery  of  his  Son,  urged 
him  to  doffhis  foolifh.  Finery,  to  put  on  again 
his  long  brown  Frock,  take  up  the  Spade, 
and  allift  him  and  his  Brothers  to  cut  Mofs, 
to  keep  themfelves  warm  the  enfuing  Win- 
ter. * 

It  will  not  be  improper  to  lakeNotice  here, 
as  it  (hews  the  afpiring  Genius  of  this  Gen- 
tleman, that  when  he  was  but  a Journey- 
man at  Beverley,  he  offered  himfelf  to  his 
Matters  Daughter,  and  was  rather  favour, 
ably  received;  but  as  the  young  Lady  would 

not 

. * ^at,  weTfaI1  Peat  in  England,  I am  told,  is  called  Mofs 
m Scotland.  Hence  the  Family  Name  of  Mofsman,  a Cutter 
and  Retailer  of  Mofs  or  Peat.  So  in  England  is  derived  the 
Family  Name  Coleman,  and  many  others. 
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not  marry  him  immediately , as  he  propofed, 
without  the  Confent  of  her  Parents,  he  grofs- 
ly  infulted  and  abufed  her.  The  Lady  had 
a Fortune  of  Two  Thoufand  Pounds  ; and  if 
George  had  behaved  well  to  her,  and  in  a 
few  Months  after  he  had  relided  at  Brad- 
ford, returned  to  Beverley  on  his  dappled 
Grey , with  his  Servant  in  Livery,  long  Ruf- 
fles, See.  &c.  he  had  probably  fucceeded, 
but  Infolence  and  Abufe  never  do  good  in  any 
Caufe,  as  George,  I believe,  is  pretty  well 
convinced  of  at  prefent. 

- - ' r • ' V ' •'  • 

«*  * e.  v . j *■  • , * . i » i . * i. 

I proceed  now  to  another  Prank  played 
by  George  Mofsman,  in  the  Town  of  Brad- 
ford, which  I believe  the  Public  will  think 
not  very  becoming  or  Gentleman-like and 
which,  if  other  Proofs  had  been  wanting, 
would  have  fhewn  him  to  be  of  a fervile 
Difpofition  and  low  Birth. 

When 
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When  a fcandalous  Libel  appeared  in  the 
Town  of  Bradford,  he  prevailed  on  a Book- 
feller,  his  Acquaintance  and  Friend,  to  pro- 
cure it  for  him,  then  turned  Informer  againft 
him  as  Publifher,  appeared  againfl  him  in  a 
Court  of  Juftice,  and  thus  did  all  in  his 
Power  to  injure  him  in  his  Property  and  Cha- 
racter. This  was  an  Act  of  Ingratitude,  as 
the  Bookfeller  had  for  fome  Time  let  him 
have  the  Ufe  of  a Bed-Room  and  W.  Clo- 
Itttfor  certain  Purpofes , without  ever  charg- 
ing him  a Shilling  for  the  Ufe  of  either.— 
This  Behaviour,  mean  and  deteftable  as  it 
was,  was  in  fome  Degree  excufeable,  as  he 
expected  to  oblige  arefpeCtable  Family,  with 
whom  he  had  then  his  Beef  and  Pudding, 
but  who,  I am  fure,  were  ignorant  of 
George’s  defpicable  Conduct;  but  he  hasfince 
been  excluded  from  this  Family  on  Account 
of  his  bad  political  Principles,  the  worthy 
' Mafter 
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Mailer  of  the  Houfe  being  no  lefs  diftin- 
guiihed  by  his  Attachment  to  the  King  and 
Conftitution,  thanbythe  Goodnefsofhis  Heart 
and  the  Hofpitality  of  his  Board.  It  fhould 
not  be  forgotten,  that  at  the  Time  the  above 
Libel  appeared,  George  boldly  and  publick- 
ly  attributed  it  to  his prefent  Patron , talked  of 
bringing  him  to  Juilice  (out  of  Gratitude  to 
his  Benefa&or,  at  H.)  and  bellowed  on  him* 
every  odious  and  difgraceful  Epithet  he 
could  think  of ; but  now , when  he  has  his 
Beef  and  Pudding  at  M.  G.  he  fays,  the 
whole  was  a lhameful  Calumny,  and  that  it 
was  falfely  and  fcandaloufly  afcribed  to  a 
Gentleman  of  “ the  mojl  dignified  Manners, 
<c  and  mojl  acknowledged  Worth” 

You  have  attempted  to  raife  a Laugh  at 
my  Expence,  by  reprefenting  me  as  an  harm- 
lefs-  and  dangling  Admirer.  In  the  little  In- 

tercourfe 
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tercourfe  1 have  had  with  the  Sex,  I can  fay, 
with  Truth,  I have  always  conducted  my- 
felf  on  Principles  of  Decency  aud  Honour, 
jjlavej you  always  done  the  fame  ? What  was 
your  Method  of  Courtfhip?  Recollect  the 
Scenes  that  paffed  in  the  dark  Bed-Room, 
and  in  the  W.  Clofet  of  Mr.  John  N.  and 
the  more  abominable  onesat Clayton  Heights, 
in  the  Face  of  the  Sun,  and  before  the  Eyes 

of ; but  I fpare  you,  out  of  Tendernefs 

to  3 Lady,  whofe  Delicacy  and  Feelings  I am 
unwilling  to  wound,  or  I could  detail  thefe 
Scenes,  with  fuch  Circumftances  of  Lewd- 
nefs,  that  after  reading  them,  I am  certain  no 
modelt  or  decent  Woman,  whether  well  or 
ill,  would  admit  you  to  her  Bedfide. 

But  I quit  this  difagreeable  Subject,  and 
come  to  the  very  ferious  Charges  which 
George  Mofsman  has  brought  again  ft  me. 


One 
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One  of  thefe  is  “ that  I was  a Correfpon-- 
“ dent  Member  of  a certain  Political  So- 
“ ciety.”  To  this  Charge  I pleaded  Not 
Guilty  ; and  I mu  ft  inform  George  Mofsman, 
that  being  the  Plaintiff  in  this  Caufe,  it  is 
his  Duty  to  prove  the  Charge,  and  not  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Defendant  to  difprove  it. — 
Befides,  he  knows  from  the  wife  Determina- 
tion of  Juftice  B.  that  negative  Evidence , 
however  unexceptionable,  and  however  nu- 
merous, has  no  Weight  againft  the  pojitive 
Teftimony  of  a fingle  Individual,  however 
inconfiftent  and  improbable.  * 

But  not  content  with  bringing  this  Charge 
againft  me,  without  attempting  to  fupport 


* This  was  not  all; — for  his  Worfhip,  in  his  WHdom,  prefer- 
red the  pofitive  Evidence  of  one  drunken  Man,  to  the  negative 
Evidence  of  three  Perfons  who  were  fober.  The  Point  in  Quef- 
tion  was.  Whether  certain  Words  were  fpokenby  a certain  Per- 
fon,  at  a certain  Time.  George,  who  was  drunk  at  the  Time 
alluded  to,  fwore  pofitively  that  they  were  ; Three  other  Per- 
fons who  were  preient,  and  fober,  fwore  they  were  not.  I fub- 
mit  to  every  impartial  and  Unprejudiced  Perfon,  whether  the  ne- 
gative Evidence  of  three  fober  Perfons,  ought  not  to  have  out- 
weighed the  fingle  Teftimony  of  one  drunken  Man,  though  that 
Man  was  a Do&or, 
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it  by  any  Kind  of  Evidence,  he  has  the 
Modefty  to  boaft  of  his  Forbearance  towards 
me,  and  then  afks  me,  if  I did  not  exprefs 
an  indecent  Joy  at  the  late  Attack  made  on  our 
Gracious  Sovereign  ? 

* y * 

To  this  Queftion  I anfwer,  confidently,  in 
the  Negative,  and  moft  folemnly  declare, 
that  I never  expreffed  any  Joy,  or  even  In- 
difference on  that  Occaiion ; but  felt  that 
Concern,  which  I am  fure  every  good  Man, 
and  Loyal  Subject,  muft  feel  on  an  Event 
fo  difgraceful  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Country. 

As  to  my  Political  Principles,  I believe 
them  to  be  flriclly  good  and  conftitutional ; 
and  I am,  in  fome  Degree,  confirmed  in  this 
Opinion  by  obferving,  that  they  have  happily 
been  in  Unifon  during  the  Three  laft  Years, 

with 

* A 
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with  a great  Majority  of  my  Fellow  Sub- 
je&s.  But  what,  Sir,  were  yours  during 
that  Period  ? 

Inflead  of  joining  the  Country  Gentlemen, 
and  Inhabitants  of  Bradford,  in  their  lauda- 
ble Endeavours  to  check  the  Progrefs  of  Se- 
ditious and  Republican  Principles,  you  flood 
aloof,  wrapt  up  in  Singularity  and  Self 
Confequence,  ridiculed  their  Attempt  to 
preferve  Peace  and  Tranquillity  in  the 
Country,  and,  on  all  Occafions,  were  the 
Advocate  of  Paine  and  his  Difciples. 

I cannot  help  thinking  my  Fate  fomewhat 
lingular  and  hard,  in  being  called  to  Ac- 
count for  correfponding  with  a political  So- 
ciety, by  that  Man  who  was  ever  praifing  the 
Publications  and  Proceedings  of  thefe  Socie- 
ties ; and  that  I fhould  be  accufed  of  re- 


joicing 
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joicing  at  the  Infult  offered  his  Majefty,  by 
the  only  Man  in  the  Town  of  Bradford,  who 
could,  with  any  Degree  of  Reafon  and  Pro- 
bability be  fufpedted  of  fuch  Conduct ; I fay, 
with  any  Degree  of  Reafon  or  Probability  ; 
for  to  judge  from  the  Tenor  of  this  Man’s 
Condudf,  from  his  known  Republican  Prin- 
ciples, and  the  contemptuous  Manner  he  al- 
ways fpoke  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Govern- 
ment, fuch  Behaviour,  on  fuch  an  Occafion, 
would  have  been  no  way  inconfiftent  or  im- 
probable. But  I do  not  charge  him  with 
fuch  Behaviour,  becaufe  I will  not  follow  his 
Example  in  afferting  what  I do  not  know  to 
be  true  ; and  becaufe  I have  been  told,  that 
before  this  Event,  he  had  imbibed  better  No- 
tions, and  profeffed  his  Attachment  to  better 
Principles  at  M.  G. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  B.  too,  I underftand,  has  declared, 
that  before  this  time  he  had  made  a Profelyte 
of  him;  that  he  has  abjured  his  former 
Principles,  and  profefled  his  Attachment  to  a 
Government  by  King,  Lords  and  Commons; 
and  it  has  been  intimated,  that  to  give  fome 
Kind  of  Eclat  to  his  Converfion,  and  make 
him  fome  Amends  for  a Change  of  Princi- 
ples, that  he  is  to  receive  a Commiffion  in  the 
Corps  of  Bradford  Volunteers.  I know  not 
how  the  Officers  of  this  Corps  will  feel  on 
feeing  among  them  this  notorious  Democrat. 
To  me  it  would  feem  juft  the  fame  Thing, 
as  if  Thelwall  was  to  have  a Commiffion  in 
the  King’s  Guards,  or  Tom  Paine  to  be  made 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices,  to  put  in  Force 
the  late  Acts  againft  Treafon  and  Sedition. 

Be  Tides,  what  has  George  done  to  prove 
k.s  Attachment  to  the  prefent  Government  ? 

B He 
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He  has  drank,  it  Teems,  the  King  and  Confti- 
tution,  joined  in  Tinging  God  fave  the  King , and 
lately  praifed  the  Bradford  Volunteers,  and  re- 
prefented  their  Colonel  as  a Gentleman  of 
dignified  Manners  and  acknowledged  Worth. — 
All  this  is  prudent  and  praifeworthy,  and  may 
do  at  M.  G.  but  the  Public  will  expedt  Tome 
better  Proof  of  a Change  of  Principles  and  Po- 
litics, before  they  put  Confidence  in  a M. 

an, 

who  has  long  been  a profeffed  Admirer  0£ 
Paine’s  Works,  and  an  adfive  PropagatQr 
his  Dodlrine. 

According  to  George’s  former  Principles , 
the  Charges  he  has  brought  againft  me  muff 
appear  to  him  trifling  and  harmlefs ; but  if  he 
has  ferioufly  and  fincerely  adopted  thofe  of  his 
preient  Patron,  they  will  appear  to  him 
Crimes  of  the  greateft  Magnitude,  and  of  the 
blackefl:  Complexion.  Such,  I frankly  confefs, 

they 
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they  appear  to  me  ; and  I folemnly  declare,  in 
the  Face  of  the  Public,  that  if  George  Mofs- 
man  does  not  produce  Evidence  in  Support  of 
thcfe  Charges,  I fhall  confidcr  him  as  unwor- 
thy any  further  Notice,  and  look  on  him,  in 
future,  as  a Calumniator  and  a Lyar ; and  I 
truft  that  my  worthy  Fellow-Subjedls,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  difcountenancc  Calumny  and 
Falfehood , will  join  with  me  in  this  juft  and 
well-founded  Opinion. 


v f n i '?  ' ?r:  ' ;• 
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